CHAPTER V
THE PROBLEM OF UNIVERSALISM l

THE EESULT OF THE INNOVATIONS
I

THE SUBJECTS OF THE KINGDOM

WHO was to inherit this Kingdom of God, which the Jews
of Jesus5 day pictured as including both the earthly
reign of the Messiah, and the eternal reign of Jahweh after the
dissolution of the material world ? Was it to be the heritage
of Israel alone, or did the Jews still hold to their earlier eschato-
logical traditions, which said that it might (or even must) be
shared ultimately with some or all of the goyim ? In a word,
were they particularists or universalists ? The question is
complicated by the fact that no fixed or orthodox view con-
trolled the variety of private opinions in the period under
discussion.

We may recall the fact that the early Jews always took it
for granted that, if the nations were to have any part in Jahweh5 s
beneficence, they must first recognize his power and conform
to his Law. In other words, they must themselves become
Jews. Every individual has the right to seek the Truth, to
discover it and to confess it, and therefore become a convert to
Israel; and there is nothing to prevent such a conversion from
extending to a whole nation. In fact, something of the sort
took place in Palestine itself at the beginning of the Christian
era, when a considerable section of the Jewish population of
Galilee consisted of recent converts, ancient settlers in the
district, whom the Jewish colonists, under the Hasmonaeans,
had prevailed on to accept the Torah and submit to circum-
cision. In the ordinary way, the chosen people could not admit
that the heathen could achieve salvation by any other means.
From being a deity responsible for the welfare of a dozen
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C/. CCLm, 53-86, which goes into the question much more fully,
including its relation to the Judaism of the Diaspora;  CXCVL
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